
Sa.ter or Whiting -. Int.. 2879 

FISH AKL !JIL!?LIFE SERVI GE 

For Sm3ediate Release 

FWS RELEASXS ATTNUAI, REPORT FOR FISCAJL 33AR 1949 

“Over the world as a whole, there is probably a keener interest in the devel- 

opment of marine resources than ever before, H Director Albert M. Day stated in the 

Fish and Wildlife Service annual report to Secretary of the Interior Oscar L. 

Chapman which was made public today, 

In his report, which covers the activities of the Service for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1949, Director Day said that ‘i:,wareness of the immense potentiali- 
ties of the sea has led the United States to organize programs of investigation in 
the central Pacific and in the wr7wrs of Eering Sea., while marine research in our 
Ntirth Atlantic waters is being carried on to an extent greater then ever before 
possible . ti 

Director Day also stated that in order to meet the needs of the ever-increasing 
numbers of persons turning to the out-of--dcrrs, and espocir,lly to wildlife for 
recrer; tion, ii the Service is strengthening its programs for imGrovi.ng land ?s +ld- 
life habitat? maintaining refuges for wildlife, end replenishing stre,ams and lakes 
through artificial propagation of fish,” 

Mr. Day explained that some of the most presein g problems cf the moment are 
the result of the increasing development nf the Naticn?s river basins, ifTb+e se 
projects, as proposed or in actua:L operation, modify radically the hab!,.tat r_,l many 
of our mi~?atory fishes, of waterfowl and other birds, of seine lFr&;e game a:ima.ls 
end. of many small fur-bearing mammals of the river bottom lends,” The Sarvice I 
according to its Director, Ris devoting the greatest pessible energy and ingenuity 
to the satisfactory solution of the problems presented,” 

Highlights from the report, under topic hea.dings, follow: 

River ?&sin Develo-oment and klildlife Beedq ---------_ _ .,--,-During fiscal year 1949, 231 re- 
pcrts and investi; ti;-e stuc:~es on prnoposed river basin development projects were 
completed fcr the Corps of Engineers, Bureau of Reclamation, Soil Conservzition 
Service, Forest Service, and other agencies. Forty cf these reports concerned 
projects in the Missouri River Basin, 

Marine Fishery Research ,-Because the pilchzd fiahery of the Pacific coast, 
which for many years led all U. S, fishcries in total production, hrs bed several 
years of extremely small ca.tches, the Service is investi..at,ing the extent a?d SW- 
-ass of pilchard spawning to learn the causes for apparent fluctuations in akndance 



and the ocesno&raphic cond’tions in North Pa.cific waters dlich xx,: be ?ei&ted t;- 
the se change s, The activities of the Serviceis vessel, the Black Domias, PI-F! 
closely integrated with those of vessel:* of the California, DmTon$Pish and 
Game ani?. the Scripps Institution of Cce::nogr+hy, hrl-iich are en%nged in simil;zr 
st3dles off California.. 

NVI*ch of the work of 25 cruises of the Albatross III on the great “,‘orCh :-tlantio 
fishing banks was devoted to a censlls of 

- -.- ._- 
total fish populations. Data on oo~r~.tioa 

2.F y”ar, number -and size of fish caught, and temperature l,*ere obtained at 176 trawl 
2, ‘. a t .l. 0 5: 8 , 

Organized research by the Service to determine c:)uses for the “red tide” wl.ich 
in 1Yh7 kiLled millions of va.1uabl.e food f ’ 
d:.ir in 

i&es in Florida west coa.st waters be.;an 
g the year p 

planktolog:~, 
The 6C-ftiot vessel Pompano is used. to obtain date. on oceeno:-?rap’q 

rutd chemical constituents of the co;‘str,l :ya.ters from the mouths of 
?i-e S~4LJ.&?r r iVe.r s to the XCC-.f eth,om li.ne, 

Eeseereh in ?~‘i’idl.ife !!anagemen,‘,: -- - .--1.1_ - .---- __-_ 
of repc’$ient,s for maxnals. 

--Definite proqrese. has been mede in the field 
Under a, grant from the Quartermaster Corps, approxi- 

mrt&y 100 candidate mcteriaLs were evaluated a.s reueilents against rats wheli ap- 
plied to materia1.s for peckis ,ed goods supplied to i;?e Service by comm.zrci:-1 firms 
in ti;e newly devoloyed “rsttcry” established r t the Federrl Center west, of Denver d 

At the 14 Cooperative Wildlife Research Units located in Alebame, Colors.do, 
Idaho, Ioua, Maine, I,:assa.clwse tts, Missouri, Ohio, Cklehom.b., Oregon, Pennsylvenia, 
Texas, TTtah and Vir.gini.a., approsl.ma,cely 1gC rese:rch projects were conducted, in-, 
c1u.d:ing investigations on a variety of small and big game species, w:‘terfowl, 
p.r,eda tor s , fur anim;tls , land use-ui1ilife relat!.onshi?s, couirol methofis, and many 
3 ther $~+ses of wildlife management _ 

The Bational Wiid.life Refu.qe ProPrPm,--.-~o,t~,.l. revenue for fiscal year 191-g from -- -_- -.-;“--.-~i.--7-r, 
al.1 economic; uses on the refuges, 
surplus oroduxts, was $3b3,13Ci, 

lnclud ing the r! i s>o s! t ion of big-j:;erne anim!tl s e and 
The 2(>5,OCO--~cre Stillweter Wildlife Man:~::oment 

kea, l/.ca.ted in Churchill County, Xe v ad 3, : w:ls acti-Jeted enrly in 1943. IIitenSl V2 
develo-xnent of %D,OC@ acres WCS started to recl:>im waste irrigation wat,ere Ecr 
waterfowl purposes, 

E’ederrl Aid to StP.te Projects for the Protection of Wildlife,--Witn an :aoxo-* -.-----.-_-..------.-- _.---.- -...- _ -.---- -- 
pria’tion ofmm-7 to fine.nce the Federal Aid ;:rocro~~ dr.ring Lcis?.al yet-r’ 13L>% 
ti:e Service approveG z. recorJ total of 61.2 projects submitted by the J-18 Ststes, 
Alrsh , Bewei’,) ?uer to Rico, md the Virgin 1 slznds under the terms o:~’ tile 13i t ;mcn-. 
Robertson Act c-f 1938, Thirty-five st?ten bought ’ :ddlife lends In 70 oreas, to tz1.- 
ing about -1.63m-c acres; in e~ddition, 9 s:ates lea.sed. almost 115,5!)C acres, Six .ze 
more tixn 75 percent of the n;tion.‘s wil.dlife is produced on agriclxltural land, 
much of the acrege thus acquired will be used tc insure the continued. pro tccti.on 
OS wildlifa in the face of machanized and intensive agricultzse. 

Haintalning the In1 and E’i.sherios,,---A greet deal of I - .-I- -- .- 
reha.bi;i?%tG--yf 

2mphasi.s was pieced on the 
,the ss.lmon runs ir, rivers where dams h>ve cut off ona-mi.nP; routes, 

3stablishment of new runs be?ow the dams? inorea.sed hatchery txoduction and better 
fi sh?:ags were planned, Over one and three-fourths billions of eggs and fishes were 
prodxed by Federal hatcheries in ca1enda.r year 19&S,, The rehabilitation of a num-. 
bar c,f fish h;<tcheri.es was star ted, 

U tiliza.tion of Fishery ‘Resources,,-.-’ ’ .I --. ---.--~.--- -.-_-___ t!lle 4.6 bill.ion oound catch of fishery 
products in- brcught, commerciei. fisherman an estim,cted income of $325 mi.llion. 
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Coo-oerativo Ccntr,ol of Pred.ators and ?,odcnts.--Sportsmen9 stock raisers, _.-_ __ ..___~__- ---_.- _--_--- 
fzrmers, end. foresters reported greater benefit.s received durfng fiscal. year l:$g 
from the control of Harmful animals then in any previous year, 
to do::lestic and. :;ame animals from predators fell to riev leas. 

MIeef”;~~e.;; ;; cfh;s 
* -, I 5 . A.,’ ’ 

?ere a.ble to range without herders, and WithO?.J.t predat,?r losses. Credit .'O? ti: 1 S- 
pes to the use of modern control metho<.s such a.s t1n.e ;?ir pi,-;le, co:!ocan~~. ; C80, and. 
the “co;70 te getter “, sompiled with excellent cooperation %y St.ntes,. co~ntAI:s, 
ci 11, .>, . lc. and associu.tlons of farmers and etock;nen. 

Administration of Alaska Fisheries,--Products o< -i tkie fishing industry i:i Ala&a 
in 19’8 am~-~~~ad.to-305,162,ET27;~~~~~ali?ed at $116, gLS, 814. Of this, s;Lx:on 
prodlx ts represented 6g percent! in volume z:nd 67 percent in value. P, tot’rl of 135 
7x1” 53118 and concerns l:!ere appr;hended and arrai+!ed f’cr violatlans of the Al~sYza 
fi?hdry laws and regulations 5.n lg~+S. .A to tai of 70.1& fnr-seaI, &ins wcrc ial;en 
on the P’ribilof isla;-iiis in l.g&; th,o annual zensus of the h3rd ir,dio:atcr;d its size 
to be 3,&37,131 animsls, 

Administration <of Federal ---_ -_-_ -__ __- Strtutos fo:: Protection of WildLife.--In fiscal. :rcar 
1949 the Service hE ,,J g-r~~-lo,,l-----‘;-.‘-,“‘.--~ - -e~-ee~~---T s..pervl,or.> 0;. 12~ tnforcement and 73 U. S. game 
management e[;ents en ‘aged in e;&~rcin,~ 
these game laws, 3,172 convictions .<:ere 

the Fe:;eral stat~l.tes. For vl olcticns of 

$a&) SlO. 
obteinefi, 1.4 th f inc s 

Jail sant:;ncew of 2,533 days b:sre 
2nd costs totaling 

alsn AXE ted out to violatol~s. 

Coo-oerati.on with American Eie;:ublic@ ,.,.--The fish-q mission to ?!?::-f-co, estab- 
lished in 1942, wes extended in 1948 for a two-year period. The most. significant 
development of the past “per was the sig,ni;:c on Jan-dar;,‘. 25, lo&g, of a fi-hery <) .I ,. 
treaty by Mexico end the United States, kh5-c.: ->:*or-ities for ti-lz: scientific i.nves?i- 
gation of tuna. The orn~thologicn.1 su:-ve;r c,:? Cuba, inau,rJrated in lg&t at the fr- 
vitatidn of the.t Re-o:lblic, t;as rc?umed ! n Jan-*.,-r:- l:!&q. The Service continued it,? 
program of training qx.al3.fied students of cth_.r Arerican Y?epubllcs in va.rj.ous 
pheso s of bi.olog;ical science and Iilen::g:e;.ent ii1 r<;l.e Lion to tl;<z c-nserw tiori of 
fishery an; !~~il.cKlife rc2sources, 


